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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
a 963 18.6 5.4 30 61.8 10.2
b 6283 18.5 4.8 30 61.8 66.2
c 2119 19.3 5.3 30 64.4 22.3
d 6 11.2 6.9 30 37.2 0.1

SPAG 9202 1.7 0.7 4 41.9 97
a 855 16.6 6.5 30 55.3 9
b 28 15.5 7.4 30 51.5 0.3
c 4881 16.4 5.7 30 54.8 51.5
d 3404 18.1 6 30 60.4 35.9
e 21 13.4 7.3 30 44.6 0.2

SPAG 8828 1.5 0.8 4 38.1 93.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Blood Brothers 


I think the audience will act shocked on how the children will act but there are 
different parts to the story on how the children act like when they shoot the guns the 
audience will act surprised but they can see that Mickey does not like losing to a girl 
because it says “We’re not playing with the guns no more” and then Linda says why 
he replies “it get broke if y’use it too much.” At this point the audience sees that 
Mickey gets jealous. When Linda says “lets throw stones through them windows” the 
audience must instantly think that they have no respect. Linda asks Edward and he 
replies “Erm...Well...erm” and she says that he is scared the audience must think 
that she is bossy and wants other people to get in trouble. After that they try and 
ditch Edward when they get caught by the police they say “He’s not with us” the 
audience here will think that they are rude on Edward and they use him. The 
audience also see that they get scared because they start crying and bawling.     












Essay responses 
 
 
Blood Brothers 
 
The Relationship on mickey and Linda as children is not as good as what they in the 
future they met by Mickey older brother Samy was bullying Mickey and linda felt bad 
for him so they turned into friends and they always played a cowboy and cowgirl 
game they also used to be neighbours and they used to play everyday. 
When they were teenagers they was both in love with eachother but they never knew 
They also moved house into the country and coinsidently they lived by eachother 
again they both went to the same school and one day the teacher asked micky a 
question and he never knew the answer so the teacher had a go at him so he said a 
random answer and he got suspend a Linda said “leave him alone” so she got 
suspended too. Linda also tried to make Mickey kiss her but he was not condfident 
so he never done but then Linda walked away upset. 
When they was older they both loved eachother and moved into their own house and 
everything linda was even pregnant with mickeys child but one day Sami told mickey 
to do him a favour and micky got caught and got arrested and when Linda visited he 
told her to go away every time he also had to take medicition what made him 
change.      
 












3 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


74 
 


(b)  Blood Brothers 
  


(i)  Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
  


How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give 
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and 
phrases from the extract.                                        [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1 mark Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


2-4 marks Simple general comments. 
 


 


5-7 marks More focused, with some discussion, probably of the way the 
characters are speaking and behaving, for 7, where empathy 
may also be evident. 
 


 


8-10 marks Sensible judgements will be supported by apt detail from the text. 
At the very top of this band a feature of responses will be close 
and thoughtful interpretations of details such as stage directions.  


 


 
 


*(ii)  Write about the relationship between Mickey and Linda.                                                                    
  


 Think about: 


• when they are children; 


• when they are teenagers; 


• when they are adults.                        [20+4] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A02 (67%). 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks Very brief with hardly any relevant detail, and little, if any, focus 
on the question. 
 


 


5-9 marks Simple, patchy narrative, with little, if any, discussion of any of 
the bullet points, with reference to the relationship between 
Mickey and Linda. 
 


 


10-14 marks Answers will be more focused, although still dependent on 
straightforward narrative and thin on specific detail. Towards 
the top of the band there will be discussion, awareness of the 
relationship, and, probably, empathy. 
 


 


15-20 marks Sensible discussion, supported by relevant references to the 
text. At the top of the band, responses to Mickey and Linda’s 
relationship will be thoughtful and thorough, and the bullet 
points will be addressed with increasing success. 


 


 
 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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*(iii)  Write about Mr. Lyons and his importance in the play. 
              


Think about: 


• his relationship with Mrs. Lyons; 


• his relationship with Edward; 


• Mr. Lyons’ job; 


• parts of the play when he is involved.                                                [20+4]  


           
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A02 (67%). 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


5-9 marks Answers will be based on simple, patchy narrative, with little, if 
any, focus on the bullet points. 
 


 


10-14 marks Answers will be more focused, with empathy and discussion of 
Mr. Lyons, at 13/14, although specific detail will be scant at this 
level, and coverage of the bullet points will probably be uneven 
and patchy. 
 


 


15-20 marks Answers will show a detailed knowledge of the text used to 
support judgements and the bullet points will be addressed 
with increasing success. At the top of this band, responses will 
be thoughtful and thorough in their discussion of Mr. Lyons. 


 


 


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
  
  
* Each question includes an additional 4 marks for the assessment of spelling, punctuation 
and accurate use of grammar. Please refer to the grid below. The maximum mark available 
for each question is 24. 
 
 


Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar 
 


Level Performance descriptions 


0 marks Candidates do not reach the threshold performance outlined in the 
performance description below. 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1 mark 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. 


Intermediate 
Performance 


 
2 – 3 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a good range of 
specialist terms with facility.  


High performance 
 


4 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide range of 
specialist terms adeptly and with precision. 
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Blood Brothers 


I think the audience will act shocked on how the children will act but there are 
different parts to the story on how the children act like when they shoot the guns the 
audience will act surprised but they can see that Mickey does not like losing to a girl 
because it says “We’re not playing with the guns no more” and then Linda says why 
he replies “it get broke if y’use it too much.” At this point the audience sees that 
Mickey gets jealous. When Linda says “lets throw stones through them windows” the 
audience must instantly think that they have no respect. Linda asks Edward and he 
replies “Erm...Well...erm” and she says that he is scared the audience must think 
that she is bossy and wants other people to get in trouble. After that they try and 
ditch Edward when they get caught by the police they say “He’s not with us” the 
audience here will think that they are rude on Edward and they use him. The 
audience also see that they get scared because they start crying and bawling.     


Task 


When answering an extract question, it makes sense to choose parts from 
throughout the extract - its beginning, middle and end - to structure your response. 
Look again at the extract that was set here, and choose parts of the extract that 
would have different effects on an audience. Be clear about what these effects would 
be: would they laugh, would they be intrigued, would they feel sorry for some of the 
characters, would they be concerned, and so on? Write down these thoughts, maybe 
in the form of  a table, then find short quotations to support the points. Finally, make 
sure you can explain why each part you have selected would have that effect. 


Examiner comments 


There is clear awareness and some discussion evident here, but there is limited 
development and coverage of the whole extract, so a mark of 7 is the best fit here. 


Comment [43]:  
Rather a general start to the response. Can 
you improve it? For a start, it doesn’t use 
the beginning of the extract at all... 


Comment [44]:  
Some discussion and awareness, but could 
be more linked to detail, and more specific 
about the behaviour of the separate 
characters. 












 


Blood Brothers 


The Relationship on mickey and Linda as children is not as good as what they in the 
future they met by Mickey older brother Samy was bullying Mickey and linda felt bad 
for him so they turned into friends and they always played a cowboy and cowgirl 
game they also used to be neighbours and they used to play everyday. 
When they were teenagers they was both in love with eachother but they never knew 
They also moved house into the country and coinsidently they lived by eachother 
again they both went to the same school and one day the teacher asked micky a 
question and he never knew the answer so the teacher had a go at him so he said a 
random answer and he got suspend a Linda said “leave him alone” so she got 
suspended too. Linda also tried to make Mickey kiss her but he was not condfident 
so he never done but then Linda walked away upset. 
When they was older they both loved eachother and moved into their own house and 
everything linda was even pregnant with mickeys child but one day Sami told mickey 
to do him a favour and micky got caught and got arrested and when Linda visited he 
told her to go away every time he also had to take medicition what made him 
change.      


Task 


Although the bullet points have been followed, so the key stages of the play have 
been addressed, references tend to be a bit generalised and muddled. Try making a 
timeline of key events in the relationship between Mickey and Linda, from the very 
first time they are seen by an audience to the last. Always remember to refer to the 
very  end of the text you are writing about! 


There are 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar added to the essays in Unit 
2. The lack of punctuation here has made the answer difficult to follow at times, and
there are also some careless slips in spelling and the use of capital letters, too. 
Underline every error in spelling, punctuation and error you can see.       


Examiner comment 


This response shows an awareness of characters and their relationship, and there 
are some references to details  from the text, but these tend to be rather general and 
underdeveloped. A mark of 13 is therefore the highest this would get, with 2 for 
SPaG. 


Comment [50]:  
Clear focus, using the bullet points for 
guidance, although the points are a bit 
general. 


Comment [51]:  
Again using bullet points, some general 
references to the play.  


Comment [52]:  
General references to events relating to 
final bullet point, but a bit general. Can you 
think how it could be improved?  
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(b)	 Blood Brothers


	 Answer part (i) and either part (ii) or part (iii).


	 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (i), and about 40 minutes on part (ii) or 
part (iii).


	 (i)	 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


		  How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract.	 [10]


	 Either,


	 (ii)	 Write about the relationship between Mickey and Linda.


		  Think about:


	 •	 when they are children;
	 •	 when they are teenagers;
	 •	 when they are adults.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.


	 Or,


	 (iii)	 Write about Mr. Lyons and his importance in the play.


		  Think about:


	 •	 his relationship with Mrs. Lyons;
	 •	 his relationship with Edward;
	 •	 Mr. Lyons’ job;
	 •	 parts of the play he is involved in.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.
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NARRATOR:	 (singing): There’s shoes upon the table
		  An’ a spider’s been killed
		  Someone broke the lookin’ glass
		  There’s a full moon shinin’
		  An’ the salt’s been spilled
		  You’re walkin’ on pavement cracks
		  Don’t know what’s gonna come to pass
		  Now you know the devil’s got your number
		  He’s gonna find y’
		  Y’ know he’s right beyind y’
		  He’s starin’ through your windows
		  He’s creeping down the hall.
	 The song ends with a percussion build to a sudden full stop and the scene snaps 


from MRS LYONS to the children.
	 MICKEY, EDDIE and LINDA are standing in line, taking it in turns to fire the air pistol. 


MICKEY takes aim and fires.
LINDA:	 (with glee): Missed.
	 EDWARD loads and fires.
	 Missed!
	 LINDA takes the gun and fires. We hear a metallic ping. She beams a satisfied smile 


at MICKEY who ignores it and reloads, fires. The routine is repeated with exactly the 
same outcome until


MICKEY:	 (taking the gun): We’re not playin’ with the gun no more. (He puts it away.)
LINDA:	 Ah, why?
MICKEY:	 It gets broke if y’ use it too much.
EDWARD:	 What are we going to do now, Mickey?
MICKEY:	 I dunno.
LINDA:	 I do.
MICKEY:	 What?
LINDA:	 Let’s throw some stones through them windows.
MICKEY:	 (brightening): Ooh, I dare y’ Linda, I dare y’.
LINDA:	 (bending for a stone): Well, I will. I’m not scared, either. Are you Eddie?
EDWARD:	 Erm … well … erm …
LINDA:	 He is look. Eddie’s scared.
MICKEY:	 No, he isn’t! Are y’, Eddie?
EDWARD:	 (stoically): No … I’m not. I’m not scared at all, actually.
LINDA:	 Right, when I count to three we all throw together. One, two, three …
	 Unseen by them a POLICEMAN has approached behind them.
POLICEMAN:	 Me mother caught a flea, she put it in the tea pot to make a cup of tea … And what 


do you think you’re doing?
	 LINDA and MICKEY shoot terrified glances at EDWARD, almost wetting themselves.
EDWARD:	 (mistaking their look for encouragement): Waiting for the ninety-two bus. (He explodes 


with excited laughter.)
LINDA:	 He’s not with us.
MICKEY:	 Sir.
LINDA:	 Sir.
POLICEMAN:	 No. He’s definitely with us. What’s your name, son?
EDWARD:	 Adolph Hitler.
	 EDWARD laughs until through the laughter he senses that all is not well. He sees that 


he alone is laughing. The laughter turns to tears which sets the other two off.
	 The three children turn round, crying, bawling, followed by the POLICEMAN.
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A Christmas Carol 
 
In this extract, you get a feeling of ageing doom, brought on by the greyening of the 
spirit and the horrific images created by the ghost. 
“the Ghost grew old” adds a sense of ageing to the extract, reminding you of the 
limited time Scrooge has to atone for his sins. 
Scrooge does show some very premature signs of caring, shown by his curiosity 
about the Spirit’s life, “Are spirits lives so short?” This shows Scrooge’s concern for 
the Spirit’s life and how long it will last, this indicates some sign of reluctance for the 
spirits departure. 
“it ends tonight” describes the spirit’s life, but also Scrooge’s journey of repent. This 
reminds the reader of what short amount of time Scrooge has to change his ways, 
generating a feeling of stress and suspense for the reader. 
“Is it a foot or a claw?” this makes the extract take a darker turn, as the reader of the 
extract is left feeling curious and confused about what dark being resides beneath 
the spirit’s gown. 
 
Descriptions of the creatures beneath the spirits robe, “wretched, abject, hideous, 
miserable” all confirm the reader’s thoughts as they are confronted and frightened by 
these hideous creatures, and left in a state of horror and fear for Scrooge, a 
character they hated not so long ago. 
In conclusion, the feelings generated in the extract are not positive ones as they 
dwell on the mistakes and misfortune, in an attempt to make an effect on the highly 
discriminative and unfair society of the time.  
 
 












A Christmas Carol 
 
The aim of ‘A Christmas Carol’ was to try an generate awereness of the issues of the 
poor, and the struggle they faced compared to the rich. The time at which ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ was set was a time of great suffering for the poor and great wealth 
for the rich. The cycle that hovered over every member of the ‘poor‘ steriotype made 
it so it was very difficult to break the cycle and most didn’t and ended up in poor 
houses, where they would face some of the worst conditions and treatment in Brittish 
history. Charles Dickens, an English writer, felt compeled to make a difference as his 
father was forced into jail for being unable to pay dept, this effected him and his 
family greatly, resulting in one of the most famous books the world has ever seen. 
Towards the first few sections of the novel, you are introduced to Scrooge, a 
miserable selfish character who only cares about money and his own well being. 
Dickens used this character as a steriotype to represent the majority of wealthy 
members of society and how they thought. This highlighted how the wealthy of 
Victorian society behaved and there self-centred mind set. 
Another example of Dickens criticising Victorian Society is when we are introduced 
to the cratchit family and there family Christmas values. Dickens uses this to 
highlight what Christmas should be about and how far Victorian Society has strayed 
from that path. The increased focus on wealth, parties and gifts has ruined what 
Christmas is ment to be about, Putting many Victorians to shame. This also 
highlights that you don’t need to be rich to be happy, a philosophy meny belived in.  
A final example of criticism towards Victorian Society, is in the final moments of the 
novel, where you see Scrooge as a changed man. This prooves that if such a 
“selfish old man, if ever there was one” could change, then anyone could. This 
undermined the efforts of any who had attempted to be generous and failed or got 
too lazy to bother. 
In conclusion, Dickens created a story based on actual life inspiration which lead to a 
very successful novel that warmed and chilled the hearts of many. His novel also 
stuck up for many who’s voices would never be herd without a medium like Dickens 
and his character, Scrooge. Dickens successfulness can be proved by the closure of 
the workhouses shortly after the publishing of his word.  
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(c)  A Christmas Carol 
 


(i) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What thoughts and feelings do you have as you read this extract? Give reasons 
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases 
from the extract.            [10] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
  


1 mark Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


  


2-4 marks Brief responses with simple comments on what is happening in the 
extract. 
 


  


5-7 marks More focus and selection, with some discussion of the extract, 
maybe based on paraphrase, and, perhaps, empathy, for 7. 
 


  


8-10 marks Increasingly clear and detailed discussion of the extract. Responses 
at the top of this band will be very closely read, with thoughtful 
discussion of selected detail from across the extract. 


  


 
 
 


*(ii)   Write about the character of Fred, Scrooge’s nephew, and his importance in A 
Christmas Carol. In your answer yu should refer to events in the novel and its 
social, cultural and historical context.  


  


 Think about: 


• Fred’s relationship with his uncle, Scrooge; 


• Fred’s home life; 


• the way Fred speaks and behaves at different times in the novel.         [20+4]
          


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


5-9 marks  Answers will be typified by patchy, very simple narrative, with 
general reference to Fred. 
 


 


10-14 marks Simple discussion, with clearer focus and some apt selection as 
you move through the band. Empathy for Fred and some 
awareness of his role for 13/14. Very limited direct reference, 
however, and any reference to context will probably be mainly 
implicit. 
 


 


15-20 marks Increasingly thoughtful discussion of Fred’s role in the novel, 
rooted in the text. For the higher marks in this band his 
importance will be increasingly well explained, with a grasp of the 
novel’s context (e.g. class differences; Victorian styles of 
Christmas etc.)  


 


 
 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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*(iii)  Write about two or three times in A Christmas Carol when you think Dickens is 
criticising Victorian society. Give reasons for what you say.             [20+4] 


  
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks  Very brief with general reference, perhaps not wholly accurate, to 
some parts of the novel. 
 


 


5-9 marks  Patchy, very simple narrative, with general reference to 
characters/events, but no real sense of criticism. 
 


 


10-14 marks Emerging discussion and more selection and focus on relevant 
parts of the novel where criticism may be inferred, with some 
discussion/awareness/empathy for 13-14. Specific direct reference 
will still be scant in this band of marks. 
 


 


15-20 marks Increasingly secure discussion, rooted in the text. From 18+ 
discussion of the chosen parts of the novel will be thoughtful and 
thorough, with a clear focus on what aspects of Victorian society 
are being criticised. 


 


 
 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
 
 
* Each question includes an additional 4 marks for the assessment of spelling, punctuation 
and accurate use of grammar. Please refer to the grid below. The maximum mark available 
for each question is 24. 
 
 


Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar 
 


Level Performance descriptions 


0 marks Candidates do not reach the threshold performance outlined in the 
performance description below. 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1 mark 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. 


Intermediate 
Performance 


 


2 – 3 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a good range of 
specialist terms with facility.  


High performance 
 


4 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide range of 
specialist terms adeptly and with precision. 





		Blank Page






 


A Christmas Carol 
 
In this extract, you get a feeling of ageing doom, brought on by the greyening of the 
spirit and the horrific images created by the ghost. 
“the Ghost grew old” adds a sense of ageing to the extract, reminding you of the 
limited time Scrooge has to atone for his sins. 
Scrooge does show some very premature signs of caring, shown by his curiosity 
about the Spirit’s life, “Are spirits lives so short?” This shows Scrooge’s concern for 
the Spirit’s life and how long it will last, this indicates some sign of reluctance for the 
spirits departure. 
“it ends tonight” describes the spirit’s life, but also Scrooge’s journey of repent. This 
reminds the reader of what short amount of time Scrooge has to change his ways, 
generating a feeling of stress and suspense for the reader. 
“Is it a foot or a claw?” this makes the extract take a darker turn, as the reader of the 
extract is left feeling curious and confused about what dark being resides beneath 
the spirit’s gown. 
 
Descriptions of the creatures beneath the spirits robe, “wretched, abject, hideous, 
miserable” all confirm the reader’s thoughts as they are confronted and frightened by 
these hideous creatures, and left in a state of horror and fear for Scrooge, a 
character they hated not so long ago. 
In conclusion, the feelings generated in the extract are not positive ones as they 
dwell on the mistakes and misfortune, in an attempt to make an effect on the highly 
discriminative and unfair society of the time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 
 
This is a well focused response, with detail selected  from across the extract. Using 
the extract printed on the question paper, underline the quotations that this candidate 
chose to highlight. Are there any effective words or phrases you think they’ve 
missed? Look at what they have said about the detail they have selected. Can you 
think of any points that could have been developed? 
 
 
 
 
Examiner comment 
 
This is a focused and engaged response, with apt selecting and highlighting of detail. 
It would get a mark of 9.   
 
 
 
 


Comment [45]:  
“Sets out stall” clearly. There is no such 
word as “greyening” but we can tell what is 
meant. 


Comment [46]:  
Selecting and highlighting. Often, 
throughout this extract response, the 
candidate is quoting, then discussing and 
explaining, which has proved successful for 
them. 


Comment [47]:  
Engaged personal response with reference 
to the wider background of the text. 
Remember that context isn’t assessed in the 
extract questions. 












 


A Christmas Carol 
 
The aim of ‘A Christmas Carol’ was to try an generate awereness of the issues of the 
poor, and the struggle they faced compared to the rich. The time at which ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ was set was a time of great suffering for the poor and great wealth 
for the rich. The cycle that hovered over every member of the ‘poor‘ steriotype made 
it so it was very difficult to break the cycle and most didn’t and ended up in poor 
houses, where they would face some of the worst conditions and treatment in Brittish 
history. Charles Dickens, an English writer, felt compeled to make a difference as his 
father was forced into jail for being unable to pay dept, this effected him and his 
family greatly, resulting in one of the most famous books the world has ever seen. 
Towards the first few sections of the novel, you are introduced to Scrooge, a 
miserable selfish character who only cares about money and his own well being. 
Dickens used this character as a steriotype to represent the majority of wealthy 
members of society and how they thought. This highlighted how the wealthy of 
Victorian society behaved and there self-centred mind set. 
Another example of Dickens criticising Victorian Society is when we are introduced 
to the cratchit family and there family Christmas values. Dickens uses this to 
highlight what Christmas should be about and how far Victorian Society has strayed 
from that path. The increased focus on wealth, parties and gifts has ruined what 
Christmas is ment to be about, Putting many Victorians to shame. This also 
highlights that you don’t need to be rich to be happy, a philosophy meny belived in.  
A final example of criticism towards Victorian Society, is in the final moments of the 
novel, where you see Scrooge as a changed man. This prooves that if such a 
“selfish old man, if ever there was one” could change, then anyone could. This 
undermined the efforts of any who had attempted to be generous and failed or got 
too lazy to bother. 
In conclusion, Dickens created a story based on actual life inspiration which lead to a 
very successful novel that warmed and chilled the hearts of many. His novel also 
stuck up for many who’s voices would never be herd without a medium like Dickens 
and his character, Scrooge. Dickens successfulness can be proved by the closure of 
the workhouses shortly after the publishing of his word.  
 
 
Task 
 
Although you are expected to show your knowledge and understanding of the 
novel’s social, cultural and historical context in the essays on the novel you have 
studied in 2b, you also need to show off your detailed knowledge of the text - its key 
events and characters. In this response there is very little evidence of detailed 
knowledge of the text. Identify parts in this essay where it would have been possible 
to filter in references to specific details. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
 
Although this response is clearly rooted in the text, and is strong on the context of 
the novel, there is no real evidence of detailed knowledge. A mark of 14 is therefore 
the best fit here, with 2 for SPaG.       
 


Comment [53]:  
Clear awareness of context, but very little 
reference to the actual novel. Can you see 
where more specific reference to the 
question and the content of the novel could 
be included in this introduction?   


Comment [54]:  
Only a brief reference to the text. What 
examples could you select to support the 
point made here? 


Comment [55]:  
Again, only touches on this important part 
of the novel. What details would you 
include, in order to show off your 
knowledge of the text? 


Comment [56]:  
Very general reference here. What parts of 
the novel would you select to show how 
and why Scrooge has changed? 
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(c)	 A Christmas Carol


	 Answer part (i) and either part (ii) or part (iii).


	 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (i), and about 40 minutes on part (ii) or 
part (iii).


	 (i)	 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


		  What thoughts and feelings do you have as you read this extract? Give reasons for what 
you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the extract.


	 [10]


	 Either,


	 (ii)	 Write about the character of Fred, Scrooge’s nephew, and his importance in A Christmas 
Carol. In your answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and 
historical context.


		  Think about:


	 •	 Fred’s relationship with his uncle, Scrooge;
	 •	 Fred’s home life;
	 •	 the way Fred speaks and behaves at different times in the novel.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.


	 Or,


	 (iii)	 Write about two or three times in A Christmas Carol when you think Dickens is criticising 
Victorian society. Give reasons for what you say.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.
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It was a long night, if it were only a night; but Scrooge had his doubts of this, because the Christmas 
Holidays appeared to be condensed into the space of time they passed together. It was strange, too, 
that while Scrooge remained unaltered in his outward form, the Ghost grew older, clearly older. 
Scrooge had observed this change, but never spoke of it, until they left a children’s Twelfth Night 
party, when, looking at the Spirit as they stood together in an open place, he noticed that its hair was 
grey.


“Are spirits’ lives so short?” asked Scrooge.
“My life upon this globe, is very brief,” replied the Ghost. “It ends to-night.”
“To-night!” cried Scrooge.
“To-night at midnight. Hark! The time is drawing near.”
The chimes were ringing the three quarters past eleven at that moment.
“Forgive me if I am not justified in what I ask,” said Scrooge, looking intently at the Spirit’s robe, 


“but I see something strange, and not belonging to yourself, protruding from your skirts. Is it a foot 
or a claw?”


“It might be a claw, for the flesh there is upon it,” was the Spirit’s sorrowful reply. “Look here.”
From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, miserable. 


They knelt down at its feet, and clung upon the outside of its garment.
“Oh, Man! look here! Look, look, down here!” exclaimed the Ghost.
They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in 


their humility. Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them with its 
freshest tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and pulled 
them into shreds. Where angels might have sat enthroned, devils lurked, and glared out menacing. 
No change, no degradation, no perversion of humanity, in any grade, through all the mysteries of 
wonderful creation, has monsters half so horrible and dread.


Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this way, he tried to say they were 
fine children, but the words choked themselves, rather than be parties to a lie of such enormous 
magnitude.


“Spirit, are they yours?” Scrooge could say no more.
“They are Man’s,” said the Spirit, looking down upon them. “And they cling to me, appealing from 


their fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both, and all of their degree, but 
most of all beware this boy, for on his brow I see that written which is Doom, unless the writing be 
erased. Deny it!” cried the Spirit, stretching out its hand towards the city. “Slander those who tell it 
ye! Admit it for your factious purposes, and make it worse! And abide the end!”


“Have they no refuge or resource?” cried Scrooge.
“Are there no prisons?” said the Spirit, turning on him for the last time with his own words. “Are 


there no workhouses?”
The bell struck twelve.
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Lord of the Flies  
 
In this part of the play, when Jack goes to hunt with the hunters he takes a very 
strong role of captain, I know he has taken the role of captain because “he signalled 
the rest of the hunt to be quiet.” This part of the extract shows the rest of the hunters 
listen to Jack. The way Jack behaves in this part of the book is that he knows what 
how to hunt for example “found the dug and scattered roots that told of a pig and the 
tracks were fresh” this shows that his behaviour towards hunting is he done this 
before. 
 












Lord of the Flies 
 
In the novel Lord of the Flies the boys have civil meetings which are directed by 
Ralph as he was voted leader. they used the “conch” which inforced the ability to 
talk. The conch was a vital prop to the meetings but as the novel goes on the boys 
begin to retaliate and rebell against the conch. The conch symbolised law and order, 
once that was rebelled against the law was forgotten. 
In addition to this the evil and satan life begins. It began as survival of the fittest. 
They seperated into two groups. Jack was the evil leader of one and Ralph was the 
leader for the other. Jack demanded skills and obedience from his groups and they 
went hunting in search of food. Jack was abrupt and he soon wanted bigger things. 
The evil grew inside the boys as they killed humans. The monstrosaty behaviour was 
indudged into their mind. They acted tribal and danced around like nothing happend. 
Their cultral beliefs changed as they went from well mannered school boys to devil 
like, tribal boys. The change was dramatic and it took awhile until Ralph could come 
to terms with it all. 
Furthermore Ralph and Jack are similar they are both dominate and they both take 
leadership strongly. The difference is they show their frustrate in different ways. Jack 
has more confidence in violence and savage and Ralph has more confidence in 
getting rescued and saved. Ralph is more of a relaxed character and isn’t affected by 
stress like Piggy. 
 
In addition to this the evil shown in the novel was like the evil at the time. The 
bombings were around at the time this book was set. The boys are oblivious to the 
danger and are unaware of why the plane crashed. They are uneducated on the 
island and their intelligance in the classroom had nothing for the island. This is where 
Jack takes the opportunity to take control and learn the evil acts he does. 
In conclusion I believe the novel has more evil than civil as the boys find the 
struggles to hard. They turn to evil for better results such as food and in Jack’s case 
a tough reputation.  
 
 
 












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


3 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


88 
 


(d) Lord of the Flies 
 


(i) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What do you think of the way Jack speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases 
from the extract.            [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


 
0 marks  


 
Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
 


 


1 mark  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


2-4 marks  Brief responses, with simple comments on what is happening in the 
extract. 
 


 


5-7 marks More focus and selection, with some relevant discussion of Jack for 
7. 
 


 


8-10 marks Clear and detailed discussion of Jack as revealed in the extract. 
Thorough and thoughtful at the top of the band - where answers will 
explore Jack’s speech and behaviour. 
 


 


 


*(ii) There are times in Lord of the Flies when characters behave in a savage or a 


civilised way. Write about at least one time when you think characters behave 


savagely, and at least one time when you think characters behave in a civilised 


way. In your answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, 


cultural and historical context.                            [20+4] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


5-9 marks  Patchy, simple narrative, at a general level. 
 


 


10-14 marks More focus, with some discussion of relevant parts of the novel 
involving conflict and savagery, although still thin on specific 
detail, with empathy for 13/14. Any reference to context will 
probably be implicit at this level. 
 


 


15-20 marks Increasingly thoughtful discussion, based on sound knowledge of 
the text, with well chosen support for judgements, particularly from 
17+. At this level, some understanding of the context of the novel 
will be more evident. 


 


  
 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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*(iii)   What do you think about Roger and the way he speaks and behaves at different    
times in Lord of the Flies? In your answer you should refer to events in the novel 
and its social, cultural and historical context.                      [20+4] 


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
 


 


1-4 marks  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


 


5-9 marks  Answers will be simple and general, with little, if any, focus on 
Roger. 
 


 


10-14 marks Answers will be more focused, with some selection of apt 
references (although specific direct reference will still be thin at 
this mark range) and some discussion, empathy (maybe!) and 
awareness for 13/14. Reference to context will probably be 
implicit at this level. 
 


 


15-20 marks Answers here will be typified by increasingly detailed and relevant 
reference to the text to support judgements. At the top of this 
mark range, discussion of the character of Roger will be 
thoughtful and thorough, with some understanding of the context 
of the novel. 


 


  
 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


 
 
 
* Each question includes an additional 4 marks for the assessment of spelling, punctuation 
and accurate use of grammar. Please refer to the grid below. The maximum mark available 
for each question is 24. 
 
 


Assessment of spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar 
 


Level Performance descriptions 


0 marks Candidates do not reach the threshold performance outlined in the 
performance description below. 


Threshold 
performance 


 
1 mark 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. 


Intermediate 
Performance 


 
2 – 3 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a good range of 
specialist terms with facility.  


High performance 
 


4 marks 


Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of 
the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide range of 
specialist terms adeptly and with precision. 
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Lord of the Flies  
 
In this part of the play, when Jack goes to hunt with the hunters he takes a very 
strong role of captain, I know he has taken the role of captain because “he signalled 
the rest of the hunt to be quiet.” This part of the extract shows the rest of the hunters 
listen to Jack. The way Jack behaves in this part of the book is that he knows what 
how to hunt for example “found the dug and scattered roots that told of a pig and the 
tracks were fresh” this shows that his behaviour towards hunting is he done this 
before. 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 
 
This has the makings of a good answer, but there are only two parts of the extract 
selected for discussion, so the response as a whole is underdeveloped. Using a 
copy of the extract from the question paper, highlight the quotations that have been 
chosen, then note how much of the extract has not been dealt with at all. Choose 
more details from the extract, and make notes on what they may show you about 
Jack. 
 
 
 
 
 
Examiner comment 
 
This is focused but underdeveloped, so, although there is some selection and 
commentary, a mark of 6 is appropriate, to represent the emerging awareness and 
discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 


Comment [48]:  
Places extract, and makes a sensible point. 


Comment [49]:  
Makes a point, supports it with evidence, 
and develops the explanation (sometimes 
described as PEE) 












Lord of the Flies 
 
In the novel Lord of the Flies the boys have civil meetings which are directed by 
Ralph as he was voted leader. they used the “conch” which inforced the ability to 
talk. The conch was a vital prop to the meetings but as the novel goes on the boys 
begin to retaliate and rebell against the conch. The conch symbolised law and order, 
once that was rebelled against the law was forgotten. 
In addition to this the evil and satan life begins. It began as survival of the fittest. 
They seperated into two groups. Jack was the evil leader of one and Ralph was the 
leader for the other. Jack demanded skills and obedience from his groups and they 
went hunting in search of food. Jack was abrupt and he soon wanted bigger things. 
The evil grew inside the boys as they killed humans. The monstrosaty behaviour was 
indudged into their mind. They acted tribal and danced around like nothing happend. 
Their cultral beliefs changed as they went from well mannered school boys to devil 
like, tribal boys. The change was dramatic and it took awhile until Ralph could come 
to terms with it all. 
Furthermore Ralph and Jack are similar they are both dominate and they both take 
leadership strongly. The difference is they show their frustrate in different ways. Jack 
has more confidence in violence and savage and Ralph has more confidence in 
getting rescued and saved. Ralph is more of a relaxed character and isn’t affected by 
stress like Piggy. 
 
In addition to this the evil shown in the novel was like the evil at the time. The 
bombings were around at the time this book was set. The boys are oblivious to the 
danger and are unaware of why the plane crashed. They are uneducated on the 
island and their intelligance in the classroom had nothing for the island. This is where 
Jack takes the opportunity to take control and learn the evil acts he does. 
In conclusion I believe the novel has more evil than civil as the boys find the 
struggles to hard. They turn to evil for better results such as food and in Jack’s case 
a tough reputation.  
 
 
 


Comment [57]:  
There are a lot of important points here, 
which could have been broken up a bit, by 
using parts of the story, such as the finding 
of the conch and the early meetings. 


Comment [58]:  
Key events being skimmed over.  


Comment [59]:  
Clear awareness of characters, which would 
have been improved if they had been 
backed up by specific references to parts of 
the text. 







 


Task 
 
 
Whilst this is a sound response, the question could have been focused on more 
clearly, as it specifically asked you to write about a time when the characters are 
savage and a time when they are civilised. As a consequence this response is a bit 
general. Make a list of five key events in the novel, make notes on what happens at 
each time, and decide what the parts you have chosen show about life on the island. 
Of those five, which do you think you would choose as the best example of 
characters being civilised and which you would choose as the best example of 
characters being savage.    
 
Remember that essay questions on the novel in 2b require you to show your 
understanding of social, historical and  cultural context. Look back over this response 
and identify where this has been shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examiner comment 
 
 
This is an engaged and fairly well informed response, but failure to address the 
question has resulted it in being general in its dealing with key events. Nevertheless, 
there is apt reference to some important detail, such as the significance of the conch, 
and contextual details, such as the contrasts in cultures and environments. A mark of 
16 is fair here, with 2 for SPaG. 
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(d)	 Lord of the Flies


	 Answer part (i) and either part (ii) or part (iii).


	 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (i), and about 40 minutes on part (ii) or 
part (iii).


	 (i)	 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


		  What do you think of the way Jack speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for what you 
say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the extract.


	 [10]


	 Either,


	 (ii)	 There are times in Lord of the Flies when characters behave in a savage or a civilised 
way. Write about at least one time when you think characters behave savagely, and at 
least one time when you think characters behave in a civilised way. In your answer you 
should refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and historical context.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.


	 Or,


	 (iii)	 What do you think about Roger and the way he speaks and behaves at different times in 
Lord of the Flies? In your answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, 
cultural and historical context.	 [20 + 4]


		  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question.
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Jack stood up abruptly.
‘We’ll go into the forest now and hunt.’
He turned and trotted away and after a moment they followed him obediently.
They spread out, nervously, in the forest. Almost at once Jack found the dug and scattered roots 


that told of pig and soon the track was fresh. Jack signalled the rest of the hunt to be quiet and went 
forward by himself. He was happy and wore the damp darkness of the forest like his old clothes. He 
crept down a slope to rocks and scattered trees by the sea.


The pigs lay, bloated bags of fat, sensuously enjoying the shadows under the trees. There was 
no wind and they were unsuspicious; and practice had made Jack silent as the shadows. He stole 
away again and instructed his hidden hunters. Presently they all began to inch forward sweating in 
the silence and heat. Under the trees an ear flapped idly. A little apart from the rest sunk in deep 
maternal bliss, lay the largest sow of the lot. She was black and pink; and the great bladder of her 
belly was fringed with a row of piglets that slept or burrowed and squeaked.


Fifteen yards from the drove Jack stopped; and his arm, straightening, pointed at the sow. He 
looked round in inquiry to make sure that everyone understood and the other boys nodded at him. 
The row of right arms slid back.


‘Now!’
The drove of pigs started up; and at a range of only ten yards the wooden spears with fire-hardened 


points flew towards the chosen pig. One piglet, with a demented shriek, rushed into the sea trailing 
Roger’s spear behind it. The sow gave a gasping squeal and staggered up, with two spears sticking 
in her fat flank. The boys shouted and rushed forward, the piglets scattered and the sow burst the 
advancing line and went crashing away through the forest.


‘After her!’
They raced along the pig-track, but the forest was too dark and tangled so that Jack, cursing, 


stopped them and cast among the trees. Then he said nothing for a long time but breathed fiercely 
so that they were awed by him and looked at each other in uneasy admiration. Presently he stabbed 
down at the ground with his finger.


‘There—’
Before the others could examine the drop of blood, Jack had swerved off, judging a trace, touching 


a bough that gave. So he followed, mysteriously right and assured; and the hunters trod behind him.
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